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Spring 2008 Freshman Seminars 
Title Directory  

 

Beijing Olympics: Sports and Modernity in China (p.9) 

Bob Dylan (p.10) 

Boomtowns and Borderlands: Life on the U.S.-Mexico Border (p.2) 

Changing Human Adaptations (p.3) 

Child Psychologists Confront the Real World (p.6) 

Cosmic Catastrophes (p.3) 

Exploring Statistics in the Medical Sciences (p.4) 

Fossils and Philosophy: How do we Know About the Past? (p.11) 

From Mongol Hordes to Corporate Boards: Turkey Past and Present (p.8) 

Game Theory and Human Nature (p.7) 

Genomics: Application in Biomedical Science and Biotechnology (p.4) 

Here by Design: Design and Culture in the Twin Cities (p.6) 

Heritage Landscapes: Planning and Design for the World's Special Places (p.6) 

High School: Moments, Memories and Meanings (p.14) 

How Common is Extraterrestrial Life? (p.11) 

How do Chemists Study Biology? (p.5) 

Immigrant Families: Are They All the Same? (p.12) 

It Flows! Traffic, Weather, Rockets, Blood & More (p.15) 

Memorials and the Politics of Memory (p.5) 

Music and the Sacred (p.10) 

Nothing (p.3) 

Popular Culture and the Evil Empire: Business and the Media (p.4) 

Psychopaths and Serial Killers (p.14) 

Public Art in Our Environment (p.14) 

Race and Sport (p.8) 

Recycle Your Way to Fortune and Fame with Prof. Wayland E. Noland (p.5) 

Risk and the Human Experience (p.9) 

Socrates and His Philosophy (p.10) 

State of the World 2008 (p.7) 

The Limits of Markets and the Limits of Governments (p.7) 

The Science and Politics of Genetics and Reproduction (p.12) 

Theatre with Attitude (p.15) 

Unlike Terms: Charting Pathways to Global Development (p.13) 

Utopias and Anti-Utopias (p.9) 

Water, Water, Everywhere? (p.13) 

Why do Bugs Bug Us?  What We Can Learn from Insects (p.7) 

Your Television Will be Colorized: Black TV Comics' Riffs on Race (p.2) 
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Spring 2008 Freshman Seminars 
Seminar Descriptions 

 

YOUR TELEVISION WILL BE COLORIZED: 

BLACK TV COMICSô RIFFS ON RACE 

Walt Jacobs, African American & African Studies 

AFRO 1902, Section 001 

3 credits 

CLE: Cul tural Diversity  

Tuesday and Thursday, 2:30 ï 3:45 p.m. 

West Bank, Minneapolis 

90080 

 

In this seminar students will learn to identify and 

decode racial critiques of American society found in 

TV shows featuring African American comics. From 

the overt commentary offered in sketch comedy shows 

such as Chappelleôs Show and In Living Color, to the 

more subtle discourse of a situation comedy like The 

Cosby Show, African American comics have a long 

history of using television as a stage to address the 

continuing significance of race in the United States. 

We will explore both historical and contemporary uses 

of humor to explain and reorganize our understandings 

of American racial dynamics. Using a variety of 

cultural studies methods and online technologies 

(including blogs, podcasts, and WebCT), students will 

develop ñcritical media literacyòðthe ability to be 

rigorously analytical about the information and 

understandings we draw from the mass mediað

without diminishing the pleasure gained. For the 

seminarôs final project, students will create, perform, 

and analyze comedic skits. 

 

Walt Jacobs is the author of Speaking the Lower 

Frequencies: Students and Media Literacy, which 

examines how students use popular culture to form 

critical understandings of their social world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOOMTOWNS AND BORDERLANDS: LIFE ON 

THE U.S. ï MEXICO BORDER  

Bianet Castellanos, American Studies 

AMST 1905, Section 001 

3 credits 

Monday and Wednesday, 1:25 ï 2:40 p.m. 

East Bank, Minneapolis 

90641 

 

Why have more than 2,000 people died crossing the 

U.S. ï Mexico border in the past decade?  Why have 

Americans spent more than $20 billion to patrol this 

border, but only half this amount to patrol the U.S. ï 

Canadian border?  This seminar is an introduction to 

the contemporary issues and problems of the U.S. ï 

Mexico border region. Students will learn about the 

lives of the people who reside on both sides of this 

thousand-mile fence and consider questions such as: 

How are borders produced historically, politically, and 

geographically? How do they change over time? What 

is the impact of globalization on the border?  We will 

examine issues of: the growth of the border patrol, the 

disappearance and murder of women in the Mexican 

border town of Juárez, the struggles for environmental 

and social justice in border boomtowns, and the 

emergence of free trade agreements like NAFTA. 

Through a study of music, art, and film, students will 

learn about the new forms of artistic and cultural 

expression that result from the mixing of U.S. and 

Mexican cultures. 

 

Bianet Castellanos has worked with Maya 

communities in Mexico for over fifteen years. Trained 

as an anthropologist, she focuses her research on 

internal and international migration, indigenous 

communities, and tourism development. Before 

moving to Minneapolis, she lived along the U.S. ï 

Mexico border in the city of San Diego.  
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CHANGING HUMAN ADAPTATIONS  

Martha Tappen, Anthropology 

ANTH 1907W, Section 001 

3 credits 

CLE: Cultural Diversity and Writing Intensive  

Tuesday and Thursday, 1:30 ï 4:00 p.m. 

430 Blegen Hall, West Bank, Minneapolis 

90420 

 

In this seminar we will explore the evidence and 

scientific methods for studying human evolution, and 

look at how humans, like other mammals, are adapted 

to the environment. We will emphasize behavioral 

reconstruction, functional anatomy and physiology, 

past and present human adaptations to the 

environment, the influence of climate change on the 

origin of Homo, our own impact on the planet, and the 

peopling of the globe and global warming. 

 

Martha Tappenôs interests lie in the reconstruction of 

early human behavior, especially from the time of the 

earliest archeological record. She has worked in the 

Congo, Ethiopia and South Africa, and in recent years 

has concentrated her work on the earliest site found 

outside of Africa, Dmanisi, in the Republic of Georgia, 

studying the fossil mammals from the site.  She teaches 

courses on human evolution and the interpretation of 

ancient bones. 

 

COSMIC CATASTROPHES  

Lawrence Rudnick, Astronomy  

AST 1905, Section 001  

2 credits  

Tuesday, 3:35 ï 5:30 p.m. 

B49 Physics, East Bank, Minneapolis 

67450 

 

Bored with lifeôs everyday perils?  Letôs explore some 

bigger ones instead ï planetary-sized nightmares, 

genuine dangers out there in the universe.  Everyone 

has heard of asteroid impacts, but do you know how 

many awful things they can do?  How hard is it to fend 

off an approaching comet?  On a galactic scale, how 

often do planets like ours get fried by GRBôs?  How 

much should the insurance company charge for 

supernova coverage?  In this course weôll investigate at 

least six real astronomical threats to civilization, some 

of which have actually occurred in the past. 

 

 

 

Lawrence Rudnick is a Distinguished Teaching 

Professor of Astronomy, who has survived over 27 

winters in Minnesota.  He enjoys teaching and learning 

with students from freshmen through Ph.D. candidates.  

His research involves the observation of high energy 

objects, such as exploded stars, using ground-based 

telescopes and satellites.  He is also involved in a wide 

range of public outreach activities. 

 

NOTHING  

Lawrence Rudnick, Astronomy  

AST 1905, Section 002  

2 credits  

Thursday, 3:35 ï 5:30 p.m. 

B49 Physics, East Bank, Minneapolis 

82126 

 

Is nothing too wonderful to be true, as the great 18
th
 

century physicist Michael Faraday pondered?  

Following the Bard, in this seminar we will make 

much ado about ñnothing.ò  From the birth of the 

Universe ex nihilo to the philosophies that find 

meaning in nothing, to the tangled history of zero over 

the centuries, to our beginnings as seen by theologies 

when even nothing was not.  In our journey through the 

teeming vacuum, ñnothingò is sacred, and will be both 

ventured and gained.  Caution is advised, however, in 

telling people that youôve signed up for ñnothingò! 

 

Lawrence Rudnick is a Distinguished Teaching 

Professor of Astronomy, who has survived over 27 

winters in Minnesota.  He enjoys teaching and learning 

with students from freshmen through Ph.D. candidates.  

His research involves the observation of high energy 

objects, such as exploded stars, using ground-based 

telescopes and satellites.  He is also involved in a wide 

range of public outreach activities. 
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POPULAR CULTURE AND THE EVIL EMPIRE: 

BUSINESS AND THE MEDIA  

Holly Littlefield, Strategic Management and 

Operations 

BA 1910W, Section 001 

2 credits 

CLE: Writing Intensive  

Monday and Wednesday, 9:45 ï 11:00 a.m. 

2-219 Carlson School of Management, West Bank, 

Minneapolis 

90223 

 

For decades Hollywood films and the popular media 

have portrayed corporate America as the enemy ï a 

decadent, heartless entity that values profits over 

people. Investigative reporters in the early Twentieth 

Century turned out scathing exposés of businesses 

abusing workers, customers, and the environment.  

Popular books and films like Wall Street, The Insider, 

and Roger and Me depicted the business world in 

unflattering terms. In response, corporations have 

employed increasingly sophisticated public relations 

campaigns to control public perception of their 

businesses. Additionally media conglomeration has 

also provided some businesses with the method to 

more tightly control what gets said or reported about 

them in the media.  This course will look at the ways 

that corporations, business executives, workers, and 

entrepreneurs are portrayed in popular culture and at 

the ways that the media covers business issues.  We 

will consider how this image has developed over time 

and look at the archetypes of the business world from 

Horatio Alger to the Corporate Raider.   

 

Holly Littlefield  has taught business and international 

communications at the Carlson School of Management 

for the past eight years.  She also works as a 

communications consultant for area businesses and 

organizations such as Target Corporation, Cima Labs, 

and Boston Scientific and has published seven 

childrenôs books.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXPLORING STATISTICS IN THE MEDICAL 

SCIENCES 

Claudia Neuhauser, Ecology, Evolution and 

Behavior 

David Schladt, Ecology, Evolution and Behavior 

BIOL 1905, Section 001 

1 credit 

Tuesday, 4:05-4:55 p.m. 

St. Paul 

73736 

  

This seminar provides an introduction to statistical 

concepts that are important in the medical sciences. 

While the seminar will not replace a statistics course, it 

will give students a better sense of why statistics is 

important in the medical sciences. Examples will 

address, for instance, the value of randomized clinical 

trials, correlation versus causation, and how treatment 

recommendation change based on new evidence.  

 

Claudia Neuhauser is a mathematician whose 

research spans mathematical ecology and genetics. She 

is interested in improving the quantitative training of 

biology undergraduate students. She wrote Calculus for 

Biology and Medicine and continues to develop 

teaching materials for the quantitative training of 

biology students.  She has been awarded the Dagley 

Distinguished Teaching Award, Morse Alumni Award, 

and was named Best Director of Graduate Studies. 

 

GENOMICS: APPLICATIONS IN BIOMEDICAL 

SCIENCE AND BIOTECHNOLOGY   

Perry Hackett, Genetics and Cell Development 

BIOL  1905, Section 004 

1 credit 

Tuesday, 2:30-3:45 p.m. 

4-101 NHH, East Bank, Minneapolis 

79462 

  

DNA and Genomes ï they are discussed in just about 

every modern context, from modern medical science 

and biotechnology to crime scene investigations, law, 

medical insurance policies, and ethics of retooling 

animal and plant genomes. In this seminar we will 

consider interfaces between science, politics, religion 

and the press.  The topic will begin with some of the 

recent findings of science and medicine and then 

consider some ramifications that you will encounter in 

your daily lives as genomics plays a larger role as 

applications develop.  Students and visitors will 

discuss a variety of topics including ethics of selection 

of humans by their genomes, genetic counseling, CSI 
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in Minnesota, the use of DNA profiling in medicine 

and insurance, and the future of retooling plant and 

animal genomes to guide future evolution. We will try 

to develop personal strategies that will allow us to 

evaluate current and future controversies on similar 

topics.  

 

Perry Hackett has been a professor of genetics and 

cell biology for more than 25 years.  He is also a co-

founder of a biotech startup company, Discovery 

Genomics, Inc., which was formed to identify genes 

that might be of use in medicine and to develop new 

technologies for human gene therapy and animal 

biotechnology.  He is especially interested in 

conveying to students the awesome possibilities of 

modern genetics and the importance of seeking data-

based answers to the important questions that science 

is raising. 

 

RECYCLE YOUR WAY TO FORTUNE AND 

FAME  

WITH PROF. WAYLAND E. NOLAND  

Wayland E. Noland, Chemistry 

CHEM 1905, Section 003 

2 credits 

Tuesday, 3:30 ï 5:10 p.m. 

135 Kolthoff Hall , East Bank, Minneapolis 

82074 

 

This course will deal with recycling of metals, plastic, 

paper, cardboard, and clothing. Aspects covered will 

be the ecology, environmental effects, and economics 

of recycling. Also included will be a description of the 

chemical structures of recyclable material and an 

emphasis on how we as consumers can contribute to 

the overall process of recycling. 

 

Wayland E. Noland has witnessed the development of 

recycling throughout his career, including extensive 

personal experience in recycling. In 2006 he received 

the Charles E. Bowers Faculty Teaching Award. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOW  TO CHEMISTS  STUDY BIOLOGY?  

Mark Distefano, Chemistry 

CHEM 1905, Sec 004 

2 credits 

Wednesday, 3:30-5:10pm 

111 Smith Hall, East Bank, Minneapolis 

82076 

 

It can be argued that advances in chemistry in the last 

20 years are largely responsible for the explosive 

developments in biology in that same time frame.  In 

this course, we will explore what chemists do and how 

those activities contribute towards the understanding of 

biological problems.  These include a diverse array of 

topics ranging from drug design to vaccine preparation 

and new environmentally friendly chemical processes.  

A detailed knowledge about chemistry and/or biology 

is not required for this course since a brief overview of 

what you need to know will be covered first. 

 

Mark Distefanoôs research interests are in the fields of 

anticancer compounds and biocatalyst design. 

 

MEMORIALS AND THE POLITICS OF 

MEMORY  

Andrea Berlin, Classical and Near Eastern Studies 

CNES 1905, Section 001 

3 credits 

Wednesday, 1:30 ï 4:30 p.m. 

315 Nicholson Hall, East Bank, Minneapolis 

90415 

 

What do the Vietnam War, the AIDS epidemic, and 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt have in common? All are 

(or have been) commemorated by physical memorials 

on the National Mall in Washington, D.C. Memorials 

have come to be the standard response to all manner of 

events in modern America, especially large-scale 

tragedies such as the Oklahoma City bombing and 

9/11. Yet we have not always or even regularly built 

national memorials ï nor do we agree on which events 

deserve commemoration, or indeed how to 

commemorate. In this we are no different from other 

societies, past or present. The ancient Greeks and 

Romans also had an on-again, off-again relationship to 

the idea of physical memorials. In this seminar, weôll 

study the who, what, where, and why of memorials, 

looking both at modern times and at classical antiquity. 

Weôll analyze form and message, consider successful 

and unsuccessful memorials, and, most importantly, 

work to understand why people build memorials when 

and where they do. 
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Andrea Berlin is an archaeologist who has worked in 

Italy, Greece, Turkey, Israel, Cyprus, and Egypt.  Her 

research focuses on daily life in antiquity, and she is 

especially interested in studying the relationship 

between political events and peopleôs everyday lives.  

She is a specialist in ancient pottery, which she can 

identify and date even without putting all of the pieces 

back together. 

 

CHILD PSYCHOLOGISTS CONFRONT THE 

REAL WORLD  

Herb Pick, Institute of Child Development 

CPSY 1905, Section 001 

3 credits 

Tuesday, 2:00 ï 4:30 p.m. 

East Bank, Minneapolis 

87864 

 

Everyone thinks of child psychologists working their 

magic in clinics, schools and family therapy sessions. 

What is less known or thought about is their role in real 

life settings where children spend their time.  Like 

detectives, they gather clues about children through 

observations and test their hypotheses through 

research.  The goal of this seminar is to examine their 

role in many applied settings and learn how research 

informs their work.  

 

Herb Pickôs interests have focused on the relation 

between perception and action. He received an 

Outstanding Faculty award in 1997-98 from the CLA 

Student Board in recognition for his undergraduate 

teaching. 

 

HERE BY DESIGN: DESIGN AND CULTURE IN 

THE TWIN CITIES  

James Boyd-Brent, Graphic Design 

DES 1907W, Section 001 

CLE: Cultural Diversity and Writing Intensive  

3 credits 

Thursday, 11:45 a.m. ï 2:45 p.m. 

278 McNeal, St. Paul 

54972 

 

The Twin Cities is a center for creative production in 

the United States.  This seminar is an exploration of 

this creative environment: we will look at the vibrant 

local design environment from the point of view of 

design as cultural expression, and explore the 

connection between the culture of the Twin Cities and 

the design that is produced here.  While learning about 

the diversity and excellence of local design practice, 

students will also learn what itôs like to be a designer, 

how designers create, what the role of the designer is 

today, and who designers work for.  This course is for 

anyone interested in why innovative design is 

important in our changing and increasingly diverse 

society. 

 

James Boyd-Brent is a practicing printmaker who has 

received multiple awards for his work. 

 

HERITAGE LANDSCAPES: PLANNING AND 

DESIGN FOR THE WORLDôS SPECIAL 

PLACES  

Pat Nunnally, Landscape Architecture 

DES 1910W, Section 001 

3 credits 

CLE: Writing Intensive  

Monday, 2:00 ï 5:00 p.m. 

13 Rapson Hall, East Bank, Minneapolis 

89704 

 

This seminar will explore the concepts of heritage, 

preservation, and cultural landscapes and explore 

connections between culture, place, and design.  

Students will build basic college-level skills in 

research, analysis, writing, and presentation through an 

exploration of broad landscape architecture and world 

heritage topics. 

 

Pat Nunnally leads the Universityôs Mississippi River 

Initiative, working to preserve and restore this vital 

resource in our community. 
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GAME THEORY AND HUMAN NATURE  

Aldo Rustichini, Economics 

ECON 1905, Section 002 

3 credits 

Tuesday and Thursday, 2:30 ï 3:45 p.m. 

135 Blegen Hall, West Bank, Minneapolis 

83750 

 

Game theory involves the systematic analysis of 

behavior in strategic environments, like wars among 

states, competition among firms, and relationships 

between husband and wife. Together with the 

application of experimental methods, it is now 

providing a tool to understand some fundamental 

aspects of human nature, from sympathy to envy.  This 

seminar will provide the basic tools for a good 

understanding of game theory and experimental 

analysis of human behavior in strategic situations. 

 

Aldo Rustichini  teaches in the areas of microeconomic 

theory, game theory, mathematics for economists, 

decision theory, and political economy. His current 

research focuses on decision theory (economic 

decision making), microeconomic theory, models of 

bounded rationality, economic dynamics, and 

microeconomic theory. 

 

THE LIMITS OF MARKETS AND THE LIMITS 

OF GOVERNMENTS 

V.V. Chari, Economics 

ECON 1905, Section 001 

3 credits 

Tuesday and Thursday, 9:45 ï 11:00 a.m. 

260 Blegen Hall, West Bank, Minneapolis 

82382 

 

In this seminar we will examine how markets work, 

both when they work well and when they work poorly. 

We will trace how human well-being is intricately tied 

into how governments intervene in markets, and when 

such interventions are desirable. We will analyze how 

the government despotism has contributed to human 

misery and how limits on government power can help 

promote prosperity. Our readings will range from John 

Locke, Adam Smith, and Milton Friedman to current 

Internet blogs on economic issues.  

 

V. V. Chari  teaches in the areas of macroeconomics, 

public finance, and development economics. His 

current research includes macroeconomic theory, fiscal 

and monetary policy, and financial intermediation.  

 

WHY DO BUGS BUG US?  WHAT WE CAN 

LEARN FROM INSECTS  

Susan J. Weller, Entomology 

ENT 1905, Section 001 

1 credit 

Monday, 3:30 ï 4:25 p.m. 

485 Hodson Hall, St. Paul 

90043 

 

Insects have had a major impact on human history and 

culture, from antiquity to the present.  This course will 

explore how insects have influenced our past and how 

they influence our modern society as pollinators, 

vectors of disease, major competitors for our food, and 

as model systems (Can we build better robots if robots 

behave like ants or cockroaches?). Weôll track insects 

ñin the news.ò  This seminar is appropriate for students 

who have an interest in relating science to their 

everyday lives.  Whether a student has chosen their 

career path or not, this seminar offers them an 

opportunity to try something different and enjoy how 

science (and insects) intersects with their lives. 

 

Susan Weller studies the evolution of moths and 

butterflies (Lepidoptera) as an associate professor of 

Entomology and as a curator in the Bell Museum.  In 

addition to teaching and researching the molecular 

evolution and anatomy of tiger moths, she is involved 

in public education and outreach projects.   

 

STATE OF THE WORLD 2008 

Terence H. Cooper, Soil, Water, Climate 

ESPM 1905, Section 001 

1 credit 

Monday, 12:50 ï 1:40 p.m. 

S415 Soil Science, St. Paul 

85920 

 

Using the "State of the World 2008 "  from the World 

Watch Institute as the text, this seminar will focus on 

student-lead discussion of the topics presented. 

Worldwatch's flagship annual remains the most 

authoritative "go-to" resource for those who understand 

the importance of nurturing a safe, sane, and healthy 

global environment through both policy and action.  

Previous seminars have explored the myriad ways 

urbanization is affecting our lives and the global 

environment with a special focus on the ideas that can 

make our cities environmentally sustainable and 

healthier places to live. The topics in State of the World 

2008, will be announced in January 2008. 
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Terence H. Cooper has been teaching soil science and 

environmental science courses since 1980. He is 

interested in environmental review, urban soils and soil 

morphology and uses many different teaching activities 

to assist students in learning course materials.  

 

RACE AND SPORT 

Sara-Jane Mathieu, History 

HIST 1907W, Section 001 

3 credits 

CLE: Cultural Diversity & Writing Intensive  

Tuesday and Thursday, 2:30 ï 3:45 p.m. 

East Bank, Minneapolis 

90650 

 

This seminar examines the intersection between the 

experiences of athletes of color and the emergence of 

organized sports in the United States during the 20th 

century. It explores the construction of manliness, 

gender, class, and race through such sports as baseball, 

basketball, boxing, football, golf, and track and field. 

This seminar is particularly interested in how 

organized sports mirror broader social and political 

debates about the roles of women, as well as those of 

African, Asian, Native, and Hispanic Americans. We 

will look at the contributions of Americans of color, 

their challenges to segregation, the integration of 

professional sports, and contemporary concerns over 

athletes of color in college athletics. We will analyze a 

host of sources for their effectiveness as historical 

tools, such as biographies, journalistsô accounts, and 

memoirs. 

 

Sara-Jane Mathieuôs areas of expertise include 20th-

century American history and African American 

history since Reconstruction, with emphasis on 

migration, social movements, and political resistance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[TENTATIVE]  

FROM MONGOL HORDES TO CORPORATE 

BOARDS: TURKEY PAST AND PRESENT  

Giancarlo Casale, History 

HIST 1905, Section 001 

3 credits 

 

Thousands of years ago, the worldôs first civilization 

began to develop in the part of the world today known 

as Turkey. Ever since, the country has alternated 

between eras when it has flourished as the center of 

great civilizations in its own right, and more 

uncomfortable periods of flux when it has served as the 

crossroads (or battleground) between competing 

civilizations. Turkeyôs current quest to become the first 

Muslim nation to join the European Union is only the 

latest manifestation of this repeating pattern in the long 

history of Turkeyôs identity. In this seminar, we will 

study modern Turkey in a historical perspective, and in 

the process ask some very basic questions about the 

relationship between the past and the present, and 

about what it actually means to ñbelongò to one 

civilization as opposed to another.  This seminar will 

focus on assessing how the internal situation of the 

country affects and is affected by its relationship to the 

outside world.  

 

Students completing this seminar will have the unique 

opportunity to travel with Giancarlo Casale to Turkey 

during May term 2008 for a research experience.  

Detailed information about the May term course, 

research areas and travel costs will be provided in the 

freshman seminar.  Students interested in this May 

term research course are encouraged to register for 

Turkish language courses I preparation. 

 

Giancarlo Casale is a specialist in Ottoman history, 

with a particular interest in the history of mapmaking, 

global exploration, and piracy in the early modern 

world. His research on these subjects has taken him to 

many countries, but after several years spent living 

abroad (mostly in Turkey) heôs glad to be back home 

in the upper Midwest. 
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[TENTATIVE]  

BEIJING OLYMPICS: SPORTS AND 

MODERNITY IN CHINA  

Christopher Isett, History  

HIST 19xx 

3 credits 

 

In one year China will host the Olympic Games, yet 

China has only recently emerged as a sports 

powerhouse.  Prior to 1982 China only participated in 

three Olympiads.  This rapid rise to the top of world 

sports has been replicated in other spheres, most 

notably Chinaôs economy.  This seminar will examine 

how sports have been developed and used over the past 

one hundred years as a means to develop and 

modernize China.  In that time China has undergone a 

series of tremendous and rapid transformations as well 

as endured violent wars and social upheavals.  We will 

examine the nature of these changes and events 

through sports. We will also explore the YMCA 

archives which contain documentation of the first 

introduction of organized sports by the YMCA.   

 

Students completing this seminar will have the unique 

opportunity to travel with Christopher Isett to China 

during May term 2008 for a research experience.  

Detailed information about the May term course, 

research areas and travel costs will be provided in the 

freshman seminar. 

 

UTOPIAS AND ANTI -UTOPIAS 

George Kliger, Humanities 

HUM 1905, Section 001 

3 credits 

Tuesday, 2:30 ï 5:00 p.m. 

435 Blegen Hall, West Bank, Minneapolis 

89675 

 

This seminar will explore a variety of visions of an 

ideal society (utopia) and itôs opposite (anti-utopia) in 

the writings of philosophers, novelists, psychologists, 

and social and cultural critics through the ages, from 

Plato to Orwell, to an example of feminist theory. With 

regard to each vision, we will examine topics such as 

fundamental assumptions about human nature, ideals 

and values worthy of implementation and their 

compatibility, and the nature of human institutions and 

their potentials for good and evil. A central concern of 

the seminar will be to assess the degrees of actual or 

potential correspondence of these visions to the real 

world of individual and social existence. 

 

George Kligerôs research and teaching interests 

include philosophy, literature, and psychology with a 

focus on the 20th century. 

 

RISK AND THE HUMAN EXPERIENCE  

Keith C. Russell, Kinesiology 

Moira Petit, Kinesiology 

KIN 1905, Section 001 

3 credits 

Tuesday and Thursday, 9:45 ï 11:00 a.m. 

27 U Rec Center, East Bank, Minneapolis 

90657 
 

The concept of risk is one of the most important and 

central issues in the 21
st
 Century human experience.  A 

day does not pass when we all confront the inherent 

duality of risk.  Risk drives our economy, guides 

scientific research, shapes domestic and foreign policy, 

and develops and tears down social institutions.  If 

there was a concept that could personify modern 

society it may be risk.  The goal of this course is to 

explore the construct of risk through two phases: 1) 

knowledge building, focusing on the historical 

development of risk and its current manifestations in 

contemporary society; and 2) knowledge application, 

which focuses on applying conceptions of risk to 

various case study examples.  The first phase of the 

course will teach students to develop a skill set that 

encourages self-directed learning.  These include skill 

development in reading comprehension, library 

research, critical thinking, scientific reasoning and 

application of the scientific method.  The second phase 

of the course will employ a problem-based learning 

approach with four distinct modules that will ask 

students to apply, experience, and evaluate risk in a 

variety of contexts.   

 

Keith C. Russell specializes in adventure education 

and youth development.   

 

Moira Petit  specializes in community-based physical 

activity interventions to optimize bone health during 

childhood and adolescence and childhood and youth 

obesity prevention.   
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MUSIC AND THE SACRED 

Dean W. Billmeyer, Music 

MUS 1905, Section 001 

3 credits 

Tuesday and Thursday, 9:30 ï 11:00 a.m. 

213 Ferguson Hall, West Bank, Minneapolis 

80886 

 

The traditional characterization of sacred music as 

music written for and performed (or improvised) in 

religious services in a church or temple serves as a 

point of departure for this seminar. We will explore 

sacred music from different perspectives, focusing not 

only on the rich tradition of hymns, choral, and organ 

music of the Western church, but also on the inherent 

content of religious music that somehow makes it 

ñsacred.ò Through reading, guided listening, class 

discussion, and observation of services and concerts, 

students will study and experience a broad range of 

music, all of which we call ñsacred.ò We will learn 

about the organ and other instruments of Christian and 

Jewish musical traditions, and the importance of these 

instruments to the development of Western music. We 

will take a field trip ï an ñorgan crawlò ï to notable 

organs in the Twin Cities to explore these instruments. 

We will also study music that does not connect directly 

to the traditional experience of the church, temple, or 

mosque, including hymns, chants, and choral and 

instrumental music, as well as jazz, popular, ñnew 

age,ò and other ñsacredò music. 

 

Dean W. Billmeyer is the University of Minnesota 

organist. He has appeared as a recitalist and clinician 

throughout the United States as well as in Austria, 

Ireland, Britain, Germany, and the Netherlands. His 

performances have included a number of premieres, 

and have been broadcast both in America and abroad. 

 

BOB DYLAN  

Alex J Lubet, Music 

MUS 1905, Section 002 

3 credits 

Tuesday, 11:15 a.m. - 12:05 p.m. and Thursday, 

11:15 a.m. - 1:10 p.m. 

123 Ferguson Hall, West Bank, Minneapolis 

90609  

 

Bob Dylan, a native Minnesotan who still owns a farm 

and spends much of his time here, is arguably the most 

important living musician and songwriter in the 

English-speaking Western world. This seminar 

examines his entire career, primarily focusing on his 

artistry and emphasizing his contributions as a 

musician and composer. The materials of the seminar 

will consist primarily of Dylanôs audio and video 

recordings, other recordings of his compositions, and 

primary source readings, that is, Dylanôs own writings 

and interviews.  

 

Alex Lubet mostly teaches popular culture ï music, 

movies, theatre ï and says he almost feels guilty that 

he gets paid to do it. He has won both of the U of Môs 

distinguished teaching awards as well as the 

ñGrapevine Awardò for ñBest Course at the U.ò 

Primarily trained as a composer, he writes music that 

he performs himself on guitar. He does research on 

issues related to music and disability. In his spare time, 

he cooks and does word puzzles and lots of volunteer 

work; and he loves dogs. His wife is also a musician. 

 

SOCRATES AND HIS PHILOSOPHY 

Sandra Peterson, Philosophy 

PHIL 1905, Section 001 

3 credits 

Wednesday, 2:30 ï 5:00 p.m. 

430 Blegen Hall, West Bank, Minneapolis 

86084 

 

The execution of Socrates in 399 B.C. for corrupting 

the youth of Athens is considered a founding event of 

Western philosophy. We will study Socrates as 

depicted in Platoôs dialogues (since Socrates himself 

wrote nothing). We will read Platoôs depiction of 

Socratesô defense speech at his trial, a conversation 

between Socrates and adolescent interlocutors, and a 

conversation between Socrates and some professional 

educators of Athenian youth.  We will attempt to 

understand what Socrates meant when, in reaction to 

the Delphic Oracleôs pronouncement that no one was 

wiser than Socrates, Socrates said that he knew nothing 

important. We will also attempt to understand why 

those who convicted Socrates thought he was 

corrupting young people and to understand why 

reflecting on Socrates might improve us today.  

Seminar readings will include Platoôs Apology, Lysis, 

Hippias Minor, Theaetetus, and Rival Lovers. 

 

Sandra Petersonôs main research area is ancient 

philosophy, and her current research is on Socrates. 

She is also interested in philosophy of language and in 

the 20th century philosopher Ludwig Wittgenstein. 

 

 

 



11 

 

FOSSILS AND PHILOSOPHY: HOW DO WE 

KNOW ABOUT THE PAST?  

Alan Love, Philosophy 

PHIL 1905, Section 002 

3 credits 

Tuesday, 2:30 - 5:00 p.m. 

220 Blegen Hall, West Bank, Minneapolis 

89795 

 

Everyone is familiar with fossils and maybe even more 

familiar with their reconstructed representations in 

blockbuster movies. But how do we know about past 

forms of life, such as dinosaurs, which are now 

extinct?  We only have trace remains of their existence 

ï and understanding their meaning requires 

tremendous knowledge and interpretation. From the 

perspective of historical sciences (such as geology or 

paleontology), how does the ñscientific methodò 

operate when you cannot go back and observe or 

experiment on what you are trying to explain?  By 

analogy, imagine if you had five pages from an ancient 

book. You have no idea what the book is, the pages are 

not in consecutive order, the ink is smudged and 

unreadable in many places, and the language of the 

writing is unfamiliar. Is there a way to use this indirect 

evidence to piece together a picture of the entire book 

(or even portions of it)? How can we be confident that 

our understanding of the past (ñhistorical knowledgeò), 

whether it be fossils or human history, is correct (even 

in part)?  How do historical sciences generate 

knowledge?  These are the philosophical questions that 

we will address in this seminar. 

 

Alan Loveôs research and teaching in philosophy focus 

on scientific reasoning and the nature of knowledge in 

biology.  He has written and taught on Darwin, 

evolution, developmental biology, and paleontology.  

He is often heard talking about something called Evo-

devo (not his band, though he plays guitar), or 

ñevolutionary developmental biology,ò a new area of 

research where he has been trying to understand the 

conceptual structure of explanations for evolutionary 

novelties.  On occasion he has moonlighted as a 

biologist doing research on Australian sea urchins.  In 

addition to this formal research and teaching, he tries 

to scientifically reason with his four children (success 

rate varies) and supervise the collecting of various 

insects, snakes, lizards, and frogs.  One memorable 

supervision moment involved prying bones from the 

carcass of a sea lion (these will be on display in the 

seminar).  When he gets spare moments, he enjoys 

reading various forms of fiction (from late Victorian 

novels to fantasy). 

 

HOW COMMON IS EXTRATERRESTRIAL 

LIFE?   

J. Woods Halley, Physics and Astronomy 

PHYS 1910W, Section 001 

2 credits 

CLE: Writing Intensive  

Tuesday and Thursday, 11:15 a.m.--12:05 p.m. 

Phys 236A, East Bank, Minneapolis 

84890 
 

We will study the various scientific issues that arise in 

considering the question of whether extraterrestrial 

intelligence is likely to exist in our galaxy and whether 

humans are likely to detect it.  We will read a series of 

articles by distinguished experts on various aspects of 

the question, leading to an analysis of various factors 

in  the 'Drake equation,' which provides a model for 

estimating the number of existing civilizations in the 

galaxy.  Estimates of these factors involve huge 

uncertainties, but something definite can be said about 

most of them and the discussion ranges over a great 

many disciplines including physics, astronomy, 

biology, chemistry, archeology, and sociology.  There 

will be a brief discussion of the quality of the evidence 

that extraterrestrials have been observed as claimed by 

the UFO community.  This will occasion a discussion 

of what constitutes scientific evidence. 

 

J. Woods Halley is a professor in the physics 

department at the University of Minnesota where he 

teaches physics courses at all levels and directs 

research programs in low temperature and chemical 

physics.  He is a fellow of the American Physical 

Society and the Minnesota Supercomputing Institute 

and a member of the graduate faculties of Physics and 

Materials Science at the University. 
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IMMIGRANT FAMILIES:  ARE THEY ALL THE 

SAME? 

Dan Detzner, Postsecondary Teaching and 

Learning 

PSTL 1902, Section 001 

3 credits 

CLE: Cultural Diversity  

Wednesday, 2:30 ï 5:00 p.m. 

103 Appleby Hall, East Bank, Minneapolis 

89322 
 

This course will examine the hypothesis that 

contemporary and historical immigrants groups and 

families all experience similar transitions and problems 

in society and at home within their families.  We will 

carefully examine the similarities and differences in 

relationships between generations within families 

(elders, middle generation adults, and children) and 

across time (first, second, and third generations) in 

immigrant families from the 19
th
, 20

th
, and 21

st
 

centuries.  Using novels, memoirs, autobiographies, 

diaries, videos, and other first person accounts, 

students will examine the characteristics and traits of 

intergenerational relations in immigrant families. 

 

 

Dan Detznerôs research is centered around the 

intersection of immigration, ethnicity, and 

intergenerational relationships.  His 2004 book, Elder 

Voices: Southeast Asian Families in the United States, 

uses life history accounts from four ethnic groups to 

reveal the dynamics that occur within immigrant 

families after resettlement.  He is a recipient of the 

Morse Award for Undergraduate Teaching and is a 

member of the Academy of Distinguished Teachers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE SCIENCE AND POLITICS OF GENETICS 

AND REPRODUCTION  

Murray Jensen, Post Secondary Teaching and 

Learning 

PSTL 1903, Section 001 

3 credits 

CLE: Citizenship and Public Ethics 

Wednesday, 12:20 ï 3:20 p.m. 

223 Appleby Hall, East Bank, Minneapolis 

81996 
 

There are two components to this course: science and 

politics.  The science of genetics and reproduction 

involves learning the basics of DNA, fertilization, 

embryos, developmental biology, etc., as well as new 

developments in the science of becoming pregnant, 

such as in vitro fertilization techniques, as well as new 

science to prevent pregnancy while still being sexually 

active, such as the morning after pill.  The political 

portion of the course will revolve around bioethics; the 

hard work involved in making decisions surrounding 

genetics, DNA, sex, and reproduction.  Topics will 

range from personal decisions (e.g., using a condom), 

to federal law (e.g., Roe vs. Wade), and even world 

politics (e.g., the one child rule in China).  Cultural and 

religious traditions will be used as a framework for 

many topics and special consideration will be given to 

the lessons learned from our countryôs history with 

eugenics.   

 

Murray Jensen has taught freshman biology, human 

anatomy and physiology, several different freshman 

seminars, and graduate courses on the use of 

technology in education.  His research interests include 

cooperative learning, technology enhanced learning, 

and evolution education.   Murray is a member of the 

Academy of Distinguished Teachers and in 2001 was 

awarded the Morse Alumni Award for Outstanding 

Contributions to Undergraduate Education. 
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UNLIKE TERMS: CHARTING PATHWAYS TO 

GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT  

Susan Staats, Postsecondary Teaching and 

Learning 

PSTL 1904, Section 001 

3 credits 

CLE: International Perspectives Theme 

Tuesday and Thursday 1:25 ï 2:50 p.m. 

East Bank, Minneapolis 

90654 
Quality of human life ï in terms of access to basic 

resources, health and economic living standard ï varies 

dramatically across the globe.  International efforts to 

improve quality of life for the worldôs most vulnerable 

people ultimately require changes in the ways humans 

use the environment. This interdisciplinary class uses 

ecological, social and quantitative perspectives to study 

the United Nationsô Millennium Development Goals to 

reduce abject poverty and inequality across the world 

with an emphasis on human interactions with the 

environment. Urbanization and economic development 

have created unprecedented stresses on water, forest 

and atmospheric resources; large-scale development 

programs like the Millennium Project seek to change 

human interactions with the environment to approach a 

more equitable future for all of the worldôs people. One 

of the interdisciplinary goals of this class is to provide 

students a means of improving their algebra skills in a 

meaningful, humanistic context. There is no math 

prerequisite. 

 

Susan Staats is a mathematician and a cultural 

anthropologist with field experience in indigenous 

communities of Guyana, South America. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WATER, WATER, EVERYW HERE?  

INVESTIGATING AND PR OTECTING OUR 

LIFE SOURCE 

Lind a Buturian, Postsecondary Teaching and 

Learning 

PSTL 1906W, Section 001 

3 credits 

CLE: Environmental Issues Theme and Writing 

Intensive 

Thursday, 9:00 ï 11:30 a.m. 

128 Appleby Hall, East Bank, Minneapolis 

90215 
 

In this seminar, students will learn about the vital role 

water plays in the functioning of ecosystems, and will 

analyze some of the environmental challenges 

involving water.  We will also explore literary and 

artistic expressions inspired by water. Selected 

readings, guest speakers, and films will help us 

understand how the ecosystem functions, inform us on 

challenges involving access to clean water, inspire us 

with artistic endeavors, and educate us about some of 

the efforts going on at the University and beyond to 

protect and celebrate the gift of clean water. Students 

will have an opportunity to visit a university or 

community organization of their choosing, and take 

photographs in order to create digital stories. The class 

will post their digital stories to a public website that 

they also create. Technical assistance will be provided. 

This seminar is an exciting, hands-on experience from 

a multidisciplinary perspective, about a resource we 

canôt live without.  

 

Linda Buturian  teaches first year writing, publishes in 

both fiction and non-fiction, and has received grants 

and awards for her writing as well as her teaching. 

Recent grants from the University helped her to travel 

to New Zealand in order to research water issues and 

learn more about models of sustainability. Buturian 

lives with her family along the Rum River. 
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PUBLIC ART IN OUR ENVIRONMENT   

Pat James, Postsecondary Teaching and Learning 

PSTL 1907W, Section 001 

3 credits 

CLE:  Cultural Diversity Theme and Writing 

Intensive 

Tuesday and Thursday, 9:45 ï 11:00 a.m. 

226 Appleby Hall, East Bank, Minneapolis 

86068 
 

Exciting works of public art are all around us on 

campus and in our neighborhoods. If we stop to look at 

these sculptures and murals, we find that they offer 

diverse ways to think about identity, community, 

culture, and the environment. We will explore the 

following questions: In what ways do works of public 

art help or hurt the diverse communities in which they 

are placed? How are issues such as race, ethnicity, 

gender, class, and sexual orientation represented in 

public art? How do public artists communicate ideas? 

How does public art affect man-made and natural 

environments? Students will read about and discuss 

issues, visit public art sites, and write critical papers. 

They will also create a model and give a presentation 

about an imaginary work of public art in their own 

community.   

 

Pat James is interested in the role of the arts in helping 

students develop creative and critical thinking. She 

focuses on ways that learning communities promote 

creativity. Pat is a recipient of the Morse Award for 

Undergraduate Teaching. 

 

PSYCHOPATHS AND SERIAL KILLERS  

Christopher Patrick, Psychology 

PSY 1910W, Section 001 

3 credits 

CLE: Writing Intensive  

Monday, 12:30 - 3:30 p.m. 

N432 Elliott Hall , East Bank, Minneapolis 

82284 

 

Psychopathic personality has been described as a 

ñmask of sanity.ò  While appearing superficially 

normal and personable, psychopaths exact a costly toll 

on society by covertly manipulating and coercing 

others to satisfy selfish aims and desires.  Among the 

general public, the term ñpsychopathò brings to mind 

the image of a crazed or sadistic serial killer.  

However, psychopaths do not meet legal or 

conventional psychiatric criteria for insanity, and while 

it is probably true that most serial killers are 

psychopathic, most psychopaths are not homicidal.  In 

this seminar, we will review and discuss existing 

diagnostic criteria for psychopathic personality and 

distinctions between this and other psychiatric 

disorders.  Using case histories, we will examine 

different expressions of the psychopathic personality, 

including criminal and successful types, as well as the 

serial murderer.  Other topics will include: psychopaths 

in history, literature, and film; personality profiling; 

causal factors in criminal and psychopathic behavior; 

and research on emotion and thought processes in 

psychopaths. 

 

Christopher Patrickôs research investigates basic 

emotional and cognitive processes through use of 

psychophysiological and behavioral measures, and the 

role of affect in psychological disorders. 

 

HIGH SCHOOL: MOMENTS, MEMORIES AND 

MEANINGS  

Ross Velure Roholt, Social Work 

SW 1905, Section 001 

2 credits 

Thursday, 3:00 ï 5:45 p.m. 

70 Peters Hall, St. Paul 

87038 
 

In this seminar, students are given the opportunity to 

critically reflect on their high school years within the 

context of their new university career.  Using readings, 

visits, media and discussion, they are invited back to 

high school to make sense out of that experience and of 

themselves as adolescent students, and also to critique 

the social organization, pedagogy and personalities of 

their high school experience. 

 

Ross VeLure Roholt has a keen interest in high 

schools. They have been the primary locus of work 

with youth in the United States for the last century. 

This topic is often used in the Youth Studies courses he 

teaches and provides a comparative frame for his 

evaluation and research on community based 

approaches to youth development and work with 

youth. He recently returned from living in Belfast, 

Northern Ireland where he managed research and 

evaluation projects looking at different models of 

working with youth in Northern Ireland, Palestine, and 

Jordan. 
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THEATRE WITH ATTITUDE  

David Bernstein, Theatre Arts and Dance 

TH 1911W, Section 001 

3 credits 

CLE: Writing Intensive  

Thur sday, 6:30 ï 9:30 p.m. 

550 B Rarig Center, West Bank, Minneapolis 

68728 

 

This seminar will introduce non-theatre majors to the 

richness and diversity of live theatre through 

performance and text.  We will attend performances at 

a variety of Twin Cities theatres and use this 

experience to develop a critical eye and a critical 

language for thinking about live performance.  Our 

viewing will be supplemented by in-class discussions 

and talks with theatre and dance professionals. 

 

David Bernstein has thirty years of professional 

management and artistic experience in the nonprofit 

theatre world.  He is a founding member of the Attic 

Theatre in Detroit and founder/managing director of 

the Performing Network in Ann Arbor. 

 

IT FLOWS! TRAFFIC, WEATHER, ROCKETS, 

BLOOD &  MORE   
Sean Garrick, Mechanical Engineering  

IofT 1905 Section 001  

2 credits  

Wednesdays, 2:30 ï 4: 10 p.m. 

East Bank, Minneapolis  

92319  

 

This class will take a look at everyday flows-cars in 

traffic, spacecraft through the atmosphere, blood 

through the body, air around cars, parachutes through 

air, electromagnetic current through wires.  You will 

learn basic computation fluid dynamics equations, 

starting with the prime equation, Navier-Stokes and 

examine a phenomenon of interest to you using 

computational fluid dynamics.  You will present your 

research and the work of other faculty to middle school 

and high school students in poster format to increase 

their interest in math and science related careers.  The 

class will also have guest faculty and graduate 

presenters presenting their research analyzed in terms 

of fluids and flows.  

 

Sean Garrick teaches courses in thermodynamics, 

fluid dynamics, turbulence modeling and 

computational methods and has research interests in 

physical and mathematical modeling, numerical 

simulation of transport phenomena in turbulent flows, 

and scientific visualization.  He is the winner of several 

awards including Visualization Society of Japan - 

Silicon Graphics Inc. Best Scientific Image for 2004. 


