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YOUR TELEVISION WILL BE COLORIZED: 

BLACK TV COMICSô RIFFS ON RACE 

Walt Jacobs, African American & African  

    Studies 

AFRO 1902, Section 001 

3 credits 

CLE: Cultural Diversity  

Tuesday and Thursday, 9:45 ï 11:00 a.m. 

225 Blegen Hall, West Bank, Minneapolis 

47531 

 

In this seminar students will learn to identify and decode 

racial critiques of American society found in TV shows 

featuring African American comics. From the overt 

commentary offered in sketch comedy shows such as 

Chappelleôs Show and In Living Color, to the more 

subtle discourse of a situation comedy like The Cosby 

Show, African American comics have a long history of 

using television as a stage to address the continuing 

significance of race in the United States. We will explore 

both historical and contemporary uses of humor to 

explain and reorganize our understandings of American 

racial dynamics. Using a variety of cultural studies 

methods and online technologies (including blogs, 

podcasts, and WebCT), students will develop ñcritical 

media literacyò ï the ability to be rigorously analytical 

about the information and understandings we draw from 

the mass media ï without diminishing the pleasure 

gained. For the seminarôs final project, students will 

create, perform, and analyze comedic skits. 

 

Walt Jacobs is the author of Speaking the Lower 

Frequencies: Students and Media Literacy, which 

examines how students use popular culture to form 

critical understandings of their social world. 

 

BLACK RADICAL THOUGHT & POLITICS  

Yuichiro Onishi, African American & African  

    Studies 

AFRO 1902 

3 credits 

CLE:  Cultural Diversity  

 

What would democracy look like if we put Black 

oppositional culture and activity front and center in our 

political analysis?  In this seminar we will explore the 

unfinished struggle for democracy in America and try to 

render visible the contours of the Black radical 

imagination.  We are concerned with how intellectuals, 

artists, writers, and ordinary folks have historically 

articulated both the limits and possibilities of Black 

radicalism.  Our aim is two-fold: to unearth from the 

past a wide range of political visions and ideologies that 

informed Black radical politics and to reconstruct 

democracy for the future. 

Specifically, we will analyze various texts including Ida 

B. Wells-Barnett, W. E. B. Du Bois, C. L. R. James, and 

Angela Davis, as well as cutting-edge contemporary 

social science and humanities literature.  We will also 

listen to the blues and jazz, as well as the oration of 

Martin Luther King, Jr. and Malcolm X; and study the 

creative works of Black writers.   

 

Yuichiro Onishi  teaches courses that foreground the 

comparative, global, and transnational study of race and 

ethnicity.  He is particularly interested in Black 

radicalism, the diasporic study of African American 

history, and Asian/Pacific/American studies. Currently, 

he is working on a book-length manuscript titled 

Transpacific Racial Strivings: How Black Americans, 

the Japanese, and Okinawans Found Solidarities. 

 

EARLY FILM: STORY AND SPECTACLE  

Jason McGrath, Asian Languages and Literatures 

ALL 19xx  

3 credits 

 

In the years immediately following the invention of the 

moving picture in the late nineteenth century, thousands 

of films were made on a wide range of subjects. With a 

few notable exceptions however, these films did not tell 

stories. Instead, they simply showed things to the 

audience, from the mundane to the strange, and indeed, 

part of the attraction was the foregrounding of the 

cinematic apparatus itself, the novelty of a new 

technology and its uncanny ability to present the illusion 

of real objects in motion. 

 

This seminar will explore the world of early film from 

two perspectives: on the one hand, the capacity of 

cinema to deliver pure visual spectacle to an 

(in)credulous audience fascinated by the new 

technology; and on the other hand, the developing ability 

of cinema to convey complex stories that evolve over 

time and follow a narrative arc, causing the spectator to 

suspend disbelief, ñforgetò filmôs illusory nature, and 

become willingly absorbed in the story world. 

 

Jason McGrathôs research specialty is modern Chinese 

film, literature, and culture. His forthcoming book 

examines the changes in Chinaôs cultural scene since 

market reforms were extended to the cultural sectors in 

the early 1990s. A newer project concerns styles of 

cinematic realism in Chinese film from the silent era 

until the present. He teaches classes in modern and 

contemporary Chinese literature and culture, Chinese 

and Hong Kong film, and themes in cinema, including 

the nation, revolution, and gender and sexuality.  
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RELIGION AND MODERN SOCIETY  

Guriqbal Sahota, Asian Languages and Literatures 

ALL 1904, Section 001 

3 credits 

CLE: International Perspectives 

Tuesday and Thursday, 2:30 ï 3:45 p.m. 

108 Folwell, East Bank, Minneapolis 

56202 

 

The rise of science, rationality, and liberal-secularism in 

Western Europe presented several challenges to existing 

religious orders over the late 18th and 19th centuries. 

Yet religious conceptions of transcendence were 

reinvented and assimilated to the new conditions, 

whether in traditional or in new and unrecognizable 

guises. In the colonial world, the subordination of 

traditional societies to the dictates of imperial capitalism 

pushed writers and thinkers toward a reformulation of 

the principles of their religious belief. The revival and 

reform of Hinduism and Islam, for example, arose in 

response to Western domination and the transformations 

underway in modern society, especially those that 

potentially contradicted matters of faith and community.  

 

This seminar looks at the different ways in which 

religion became modern in different parts of the imperial 

world. We will study how Enlightenment thinkers 

conflicted with the Church, how the status of old models 

of authority in the colonial world was shaken, and how 

religious thinking and being were revived and made a 

feature of modern politics and society. Readings for the 

seminar will include history, philosophy, theology, and 

literature from different geographical locations and 

diverse traditions of the modern world. 

 

Bali Sahota works on the relationship between the 

world of literature and the arena of politics in twentieth 

century Indian society. His interests center on the rise of 

modern forms of conservatism and revolutionary 

thinking, especially as these marked the end of the 

imperial period. His education has included training in 

photography, literary journalism, translation, and has 

involved much travel around the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE ANIMAL  

Christine Marran, Asian Languages and Literatures 

ALL 1905, Section 001 

3 credits 

Monday, 3:35 ï 7:00 p.m. 

    3:35 ï 4:25: 16 Folwell, East Bank, Minneapolis 

    4:40 ï 7:00: 350 Folwell, East Bank, Minneapolis 

Wednesday, 3:35 - 5:30 p.m. 

208 Folwell, East Bank, Minneapolis 

37195 

 

Recently the animal has come into focus as a subject of 

intellectually varied and stimulating scholarly attention 

in the humanities. It is, in a sense, a time of the animal. 

But for the animal it is also a time of unprecedented 

extinctions and abuses.  In this seminar, we will follow 

the turn to the animal, asking along the way some 

fundamental questions: What is an animal? What makes 

the difference between the human and the animal? What 

constitutes human ethical treatment of animals? How 

have philosophers engaged the animal and to what ends? 

If this is a time of the animal, how are we to understand 

the fact that for the animal time is proving forever 

shorter and even more brutish? And finally, how has the 

animal been understood differently over time? Pursuing 

such questions, we will read a variety of material, watch 

various films (Grizzly Man, Balthazar, The Eel, The 

Cow), and possibly take fieldtrips to sites of human-

animal interaction. 

 

Christine Marranôs very eclectic interests are in early 

Meiji writing, especially newspapers and gesaku 

literature; gender and representation in Japanese fiction, 

especially by women writers; Japanese and Asian film; 

Japanese popular culture from the 1870s to the present; 

ecocriticism; animal rights; and pond building. 
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ENDTIME CONSPIRACY THEORIE S  

Hoon Song, Anthropology 

ANTH 1907W, Section 001 

3 credits 

Thursday, 9:05 ï 11:30 a.m. 

389 Hubert H. Humphrey Center, West Bank,  

    Minneapolis 

55938 

 

This seminar begins with the brief history of how the 

modern notion of time-space came about.  What does 

our notion of time have to do with how we distinguish 

óoccultô beliefs from those of the ómainstreamô?  As the 

idea of time and its dominance came to be challenged, 

alternative regimes began to proliferate around the globe 

including witchcraft, magic, apocalyptic militia 

movements, and millennial cults.  We will examine an 

alternative strand of views in the West that 

reconceptualized the individual-collective relationship in 

modern societies.  

 

Hoon Song has done fieldwork among people who were 

believed to hold white-supremacist views and has 

emerged from it very confused, but passionately so. 

Confused because peopleôs lives observed in proximity 

often defy labeling, let alone moral judgment. Passionate 

because such a óconfusion,ô he has belatedly realized, is 

the very stuff of ethnographyôs passion. Professor 

Songôs explorations have led to an ongoing analysis and 

critique of the liberal premises that underlie such 

labeling and that are at the core of our educational 

system. 

 

HERO, SAVAGE OR EQUAL: NON -WESTERN 

PEOPLE IN THE MOVIES AND OTHER 

POPULAR MEDIA  

David Lipset, Anthropology 

ANTH 1909W, Section 001 

3 credits 

CLE: International Perspectives & Writing Intensive 

Tuesday, 9:45 a.m. ï 12:00 p.m. 

West Bank, Minneapolis 

41489 

 

In this seminar, we will explore images of non-Western 

peoples and cultures as they have appeared in the movies 

and other popular media, and examine how these images 

changed over the course of the 20th century. We will 

begin by looking at the representation of non-Western 

peoples in National Geographic magazine and 

discussing how these representations reflect identity. We 

will view and analyze films such as Whale Rider, Smoke 

Signals, and Rashômon, and examine the representations 

of non-Western peoples by Hollywood as well as by 

indigenous films. 

David Lipset is a cultural anthropologist whose 

fieldwork is based in Papua, New Guinea. One of his 

central interests is the way in which non-Western 

peoples are portrayed in the mass media. 

 

THE ñORDINARY BUSINESS OF LIFEò: ISSUES 

IN BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT, AND  

MACROECONOMICS  

Gary M. Cooper, Applied Economics 

APEC 1905, Section 001 

2 credits 

Thursday, 3:45 ï 5:25 p.m. 

East Bank, Minneapolis 

39961 

 

The world of economics is sometimes referred to as the 

study of the ordinary business of life.  In this course we 

will discover, reflect on, and teach ourselves about a 

selected group of topics in the fields of business 

management and economics.  The seminar is comprised 

of four unique parts.  While the first quarter of our 

meetings will be on business and economic history to 

provide context (the ñEconomic Revolutionò, the 

historic thinkers of the discipline, the Federal Reserve 

System, and the role of government in the economy), the 

second quarter of class will analyze ñmacroò issues 

related to the domestic and world economies (economic 

growth, the New Economy, and globalization).  The 

third and fourth quarters of our time together will be 

ñmicroò related.  We will read and solve The Fatal 

Equilibrium, a mystery novel that highlights several 

basic economic principles.  We will also investigate the 

field of business ethics through a series of readings and 

films. 

 

Gary M. Cooper is the Undergraduate Program 

Coordinator and Academic Advisor in the Department of 

Applied Economics and the College of Food, 

Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences.  

 

 

 
 

 


